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This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims andybr drawings which have been amenriPH *nH flr c «^ ~* *w 

aariir*' auffior,Jd * ,his 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that r,™* 
lup°pCentariox SUre ** international a PP |ication fi.ed Js indicate! htte^^^^^ 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate tvoe and number of &\*rtmn\n /* a r^r/*w * , . ■ 
sequence listing andvbr tables related thereto, in computer reaSe^ 

Box Relating to Sequence Ustlng (see Section 802 of the Administrative iffii^). Supplemental 
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b. □ 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

B Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement industrial 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



□ Box No. IV 
El Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 
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rm PCT/IPEA/409 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT 
ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/EP2004A)07700 



Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/br 55.3) 

2 With reaard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
^T^SnS^ to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1_7 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

^6 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related tabie(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed I below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. » 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT International application No. 

ON PATENTABILITY PCT/EP2004y007700 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 236 11-16 

No: Claims 1 4 5 7-10 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 3 6 11-16 

No: Claims 1 2457-10 

Industrialapplicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-16 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP2004/0077QQ 



1 . Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : EP 0 991 133 A (RAY O VAC CORP) 5 April 2000 (2000-04-05) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. Document D1 
discloses (paragraphs 31, 33, 61, 68, 71, 72, 75 to 77 and 84, and claims 1 and 4): a plate 
suitable for producing housings or lids for button cell batteries, comprising a core layer of 
steel, a copper or nickel clad top layer at one side of the core layer and a nickel top layer 
at the other side of the core layer, characterized in that the nickel top layer has been 
applied by cladding or plating the nickel and in that the core layer of steel has a thickness 
of up to 0.1 1mm. 



3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 4, 5, 7-10 

Dependent claims 2, 4, 5, 7-10 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of 
novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 



4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 3, 6, 11-16 

The combination of the features of dependent claims 3, 6, 1 1-16 are neither known from, nor 
rendered obvious by, the available prior art. The reasons are as follows: there is no indication 
in the prior art that the nickel layer is applied on the core layer of steel of claim 1 by physical 
or chemical vapour deposition. Moreover, it is not described in the prior art that the deposited 
nickel layer between the core layer of steel and the copper or nickel clad layer is thinner than 
the deposited nickel top layer and no process of manufacture as described in claims 1 1 to 1 6 
is disclosed in the prior art. 



PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO>Jenuery 2004) 



